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Tamarisk Coalition 

The Tamarisk Coalition’s 
mission is to provide 

education and technical 
assistance in the restoration 

of riparian lands.  

 

• Watershed planning and 
restoration efforts  

• Tamarisk Symposium 
and Research Conference 

• Volunteer program 

• Complete inventory & 
mapping 

• Biological control 
monitoring 

• Native plant materials 
program  

 

 



Programmatic Goals: 

 

 

 Provide technical restoration and 
plant materials resources  

 

 Provide training opportunities for 
public and private land managers 
and landowners 

 

 Enhance communication and 
collaboration between suppliers 
and users of native plant 
materials 

 

Native Plant Materials Program 

 

 

 

  



Making Connections 

 Complement industry 
efforts to 

develop/distribute 
appropriate native plant 

materials   

 Help partners meet 
restoration goals in 

manner congruent with 
plant development 

timelines 

 

 

 



Watershed 
Partnerships 

 Arkansas River Watershed Invasive Plant 
Plan  

 Dolores River Restoration Partnership 
 Escalante River Watershed Partnership  
 Middle Colorado River Watershed 

Partnership  
 Northwest Colorado Watershed 

Partnership  
 Southeast Utah Tamarisk Partnership  
 San Juan Watershed Woody-Invasives 

Initiative  
 Tackling Tamarisk on the Purgatoire  
 Verde Watershed Restoration Coalition  
 Virgin River Southwestern Willow 

Flycatcher Collaborative   



Dolores River Restoration Partnership (DRRP) 

The Partnership’s Vision 
The Dolores River watershed is 

dominated by native vegetation, where 
the threats from tamarisk and other 

associated invasive species have been 
mitigated and the riparian areas of the 
watershed continue to become more 
naturally functioning, self-sustaining, 

diverse, and resilient over time. 



Scope:   
Restoration efforts are 

planned to occur on 2,050 
riparian acres of the 
Dolores River from 

McPhee Dam to the 
confluence with the 

Colorado River (175 miles) 
by 2014 at an estimated 

cost of $3.7M.  



A Public-Private Partnership 

Dolores River Restoration Key Partners 

 Bureau of Land Management (Dolores, Montrose, Grand Junction & Moab Offices) 

 State of Colorado 

 Counties of Dolores, Montrose, San Miguel, Mesa & Grand 

 The Nature Conservancy 

 Tamarisk Coalition 

 Walton Family Foundation 

 Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory 

 Southwest Conservation Corps 

 Canyon Country Youth Corps 

 Western Colorado Conservation Corps 

 Natural Resources Conservation Service and Conservation Districts 

 Colorado Division of Wildlife 

 Utah Division of Wildlife Resources 

 Colorado Department of Highways 

 Other agencies and organizations as added in the future 
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Ecologic 
Increase number of sustainable healthy riparian 

communities, decrease areas dominated by tamarisk and 
other invasive plants 

Social 
Develop a competitive and professional workforce by 

employing youth  

Economic 
Increase employment opportunities; improve cost benefit 

ratio for contractors and youth service corps; enhance 
visitor travel to area 

Management 
Manage adaptively, incorporate education, attract 

additional funding, facilitate communication  

DRRP Five Year Goals 



Accomplishments to Date 

 

 Signed MOU between 20 partners  
 Over 700 acres of both public and 

private land have been treated for 
tamarisk, secondary weeds, and 
re-vegetated in various stages 

 90 young adults trained and 
engaged in many components of 
river restoration work 

 10 corps members placed in state 
or federal agency jobs as a result 
of experience gained on DRRP 
projects 

 $53,765 in AmeriCorps education 
awards for post secondary 
education 

 109 on-the-ground volunteer 
hours 







Dolores River Plants 

 Cottonwood plantation for 
poles 

 Ecotype specific species 



Cottonwood Pole Plantation 

 Grow cottonwood poles 
for revegetation efforts on 
Dolores and Colorado 
Rivers 

 Locally sourced  

 Planted 1,000 cottonwoods 
fall 2011 

 Planting an additional 5,000 
seedlings April 2012 

 Local landowner/nursery 
involvement 



Native Plant Materials Center at Mayberry 
Rim to Rim Restoration in collaboration with 

Wildland Scapes   

 
  
 

Plant propagation 
and seed increase 

facility for plant 
materials sourced 

from the Upper 
Colorado Plateau.   

The facility is 
being developed 

16 miles from 
Moab on the 

Colorado River at 
the old Mayberry 
Orchard property.   

 

 
 

In Progress/Planned 
•Fenced container growing area 

•Two greenhouses 
•Cutting production area 

•Small walk-in refrigerated area for 
storage/stratification 

•Seed production/experimentation area 
 



Native Plant 
Materials Center 

at Mayberry 
 

Species to be 
produced in a 

variety of forms 
including: 
traditional 

potted plants, 
container and 

bookflat 
production, and 

longstems 

 Dolores River 
Specific Plants  
 Acer negundo 

 Artemisia ludoviciana 

 Atriplex canescens 

 Celtis reticulata 

 Chrysothamnus depressus 

 Forestiera neomexicana 

 Rhus trilobata 

 Ribes aureum 

 Salix gooddingii  

 Salix lutea 

 Shepherdia argentea 

 Grass & forb species 



Longstem/Deep Planting Product Development 

 Partnering with Upper 
Colorado Environmental 
Plant Center (UCEPC)  

 Acer negundo  

 Baccharis salicina  

 Fraxinums anomala  

 Rhus trilobata  

 Ribes aureum  

 Ribes cereum  

 Rosa woodsii  

 Shepherdia argentea 

 

Stuewe & Sons 



Plant Material Availability 



Want to learn more about the DRRP? 



VOLUNTEER! 

Saturday 
March 24th, 9am – 4pm 

 
 

Gateway, Colorado 
 
 

RSVP required  
 

call Bill @970.256.7400 or email @ 
wcooper@tamariskcoalition.org for 

more information 
 
 

mailto:wcooper@tamariskcoalition.org

